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  While the Middletown girls’ basketball team remained idle, the boys team played two 

important division games and the wrestling team was busy last week in scholastic sports action. 

The girls were set to resume hardcourt action this week following a two-week hiatus. 

  Schedules were still being adjusted as quite a few games were canceled or postponed due to 

COVID issues, causing district athletic directors to make changes on the fly.   

Boys Basketball records two big victories 

  On Tuesday, January 26 the Middletown boys hosted visiting Bishop McDevitt and turned in a 

solid effort, defeating the Crusaders 55-39.  And, on Friday the Blue Raiders traveled to 

Susquehanna Township in suburban Harrisburg and returned home with a 69-55 victory in their 

hands.  Both teams returned to the Mid Penn Capital Division this year and, with the wins, the 

Blue Raiders are sitting on top of the division in first place.   

Middletown 55, Bishop McDevitt 39 

  Tymir Jackson (14), T.J. Daniels (12) and Tajae Broadie (12) each reached double figures in 

scoring and the Middletown defense did not allow a single McDevitt player to score more than 

5 points in the dominating effort.   

  The Raiders got off to a slow start in the early part of the game offensively and made just 2 of 

14 shots from the floor, falling behind their guests.  Those two successful shots were a pair of 

threes by junior guard Tate Leach, but the home team trailed 13-8 at the end of the first period.  

The Blue Raiders picked up the scoring in the second stanza and collected 17 points while 

limiting the Crusaders to 9 on their way to a 25-22 halftime lead.  Jackson scored 8 of his game-

high 14 in the period. 

  After McDevitt’s Sam Deily opened up the second half with a triple to tie the score, the Blue 

Raiders ran off an 8-0 string to gain control at 33-25.  With the defense forcing 8 McDevitt 

turnovers while limiting the guests scoring to just 4 more points, the Raiders put up 7 more 

points while cruising to a 40-29 lead heading into the final frame.  In the fourth quarter the 

Crusaders’ effort to catch up came up short.  Jackson and Tony Powell went back-to-back in the 

early minutes to push the home team up to a commanding 44-31 lead.  Following a basket by 

McDevitt with 6:04 left, the Blue Raiders used an 11-8 scoring edge down the stretch to win 

going away.  Daniels started the run at 5:35 and reserve Bamm Appleby ended it with a baseline 

goal with 10 seconds left to wrap up the pleasing victory.   

Middletown 69, Susquehanna Township 55 



  After a gap of several years this old rivalry was renewed as Susquehanna Township rejoined 

the Capital Division for the winter season.  Many hard-fought contests occurred during the 

history of local scholastic basketball in the past between the two rivals and this one had the 

expectations of another classic contest.  But, in actually, the current Middletown players had no 

recollections of those heated games and the team entered the storied gym on Progress Avenue 

confident in its winning streak and ready to continue its winning ways.  As it ended up the 

Raiders showed they are for real and came away with their 7th victory of the season with the 

69-55 win.   

  The Raiders trailed their hosts 18-14 at the end of the first quarter and could have bowed to 

the athleticism of the Indians.  But, getting a nice lift from a buzzer-beating trey by Tate Leach 

at the end of the first frame, that momentum carried into the second as the hustling Raiders 

eased past the Indians 22-21 halfway through the quarter.  Keyed by turnover-forcing defense 

and 10 points from Tymir Jackson the Middletown five went on to outscore their hosts 20-11 on 

their way to a 34-29 lead at the break.   

  The Indians did score the first 5 points of the second half to tie the score at 34 and then went 

up by a 39-36 count with 4:26 left in the third as the Raiders were stung by 4 early turnovers.  

But, with the Indians’ 6’5” big man Keein Ward delegated to the bench with four fouls the 

Middletown squad started controlling the boards and fought their way to a 44-41 lead with 

2:40 left in the third. Gavin Parson’s drive pulled the Indians to within a single point at 3:16 but 

the Raiders ripped off an 11-2 scoring run and closed out the period with a 53-43 lead.   

  Ward re-entered the game to start the fourth but immediately drew his fifth foul and Leach 

made both free throws in the bonus.  Broadie followed with back-to-back buckets, the first 

coming after his steal and the second coming off a rebound and assist from Daniels.  From there 

the Blue Raiders locked up the win, mainly from the foul line by connecting on 8 of 13 free 

throws and a late goal by Powell with 1:39 left.  Jackson finished with a game-high 22 points, 

Broadie had 17, Leach had 16 and Powell had 12.   

 

 Wrestling 

  Middletown’s wrestlers had a busy week with three matches last week.  On Wednesday the 

Blue Raiders won their second match of the season in a 30-27 decision at Kennard-Dale. On 

Thursday at home the Raiders came up on the short end of a 33-30 score against visiting East 

Pennsboro and on Saturday the grapplers were dealt a 42-27 setback at Northeastern.  Those 

two losses were directly affected by a shortage of wrestlers due to virus issues and injuries.   

Middletown 30, Kennard-Dale 27 

  The match in Fawn Grove, PA on Wednesday, January 27 turned out to be a successful trip for 

the Middletown wrestlers.  It started at 113 lbs. where Chance Sweeny won by forfeit.  There 

were no matches at 120 and 126 and the Raiders were awarded another forfeit at 132.  



Kennard-Dale won the next two matches at 138 and 145 by pins that tied the score at 12-12.  

No match at 152 and a forfeit to the hosts at 160 put the Rams ahead 18-12.  Following a loss at 

172 the Blue Raiders were facing a 24-12 deficit, but the Middletown squad pulled out the 

victory by winning 3 of the final 4 matches.  Ayden Miller won by forfeit at 189, but Matt 

Mitchell lost an 11-5 decision at 215 to put victory in doubt.  However, Sebastian Dash pinned 

his opponent at 285 and the Rams were forced to forfeit at 106, giving the win to the Blue 

Raiders.   

East Pennsboro 33, Middletown 30 

  Forfeits really crushed Middletown’s hopes of victory against visiting East Pennsboro on 

Thursday, January 28 at home.  Ayden Miller’s pin at 189 turned out to be the only physical 

match won by the Raiders.  Others were forfeit at 172, 215, 106 and 113, as the Panthers, too, 

were short-handed.  The match was decided by at pair of pins at 132 and 138, a decision at 285 

and forfeits at three other weights.   

Northeastern 42, Middletown 27 

  The Blue Raiders were forced to forfeit 5 matches at Northeastern on Saturday, January 30 

and the lack of wrestlers led to the loss to the Bobcats.  Winners for the Middletown squad 

were Matt Mitchell (pin at 285), Rha’kye Wise (5-1 decision at 132), Dominic Corradi (pin in just 

24 seconds at 138), Ayden Miller (pin in 1:32 at 189) and Sebastian Dash (pin at 215).    

   

 

   

   


